Defend Council Housing

Press statement for immediate release (12.30 Thursday 29 Jan 2009)

Supporters of firs class council housing will welcome Gordon Brown’s commitment to council housing made earlier today at the New Local Government Network annual conference. 

Alan Walter, chair of the Defend Council Housing national campaign, responded:

“It’s clear that the private housing market has failed people miserably. Government and policy makers need to learn the lesson. Public money should be invested into first class public housing and any help to bankers and builders should be conditional on them supporting a massive programme to build a third generation of first class council homes.”

“As the Prime Minister recognises local authorities are ideally placed. They can provide first class council homes with secure tenancies, low rents and managed by an accountable landlord using the best building methods and designed to the highest environmental standards with good community and transport infrastructure. That’s what Britain needs for the 21st century!”

“It is good to hear the Prime Minister explicitly breaking with government’s past dogmatic discrimination against council housing. But it’s less clear what he means about ‘investment… aligned with reform’. Any attempt to introduce means testing or time limits on council ‘secure’ tenancies will be resisted.”

“It is now imperative that government ends the war on council housing and sits down with council tenants, trade unions, councillors, MPs and many housing professionals who support council housing to agree a common plan. Key will be agreeing a settlement for 2.5 million existing council tenants to the long running dispute over providing a ‘Fourth Option’.”

Note to editors:

· Transcript of Gordon Brown address to the New Local Government Network annual conference. 

· The House of Commons Council Housing Group has made a call for evidence and is inviting supporters of council housing to come to Parliament on 25 February to their inquiry. The inquiry will address funding the management, maintenance, repair and improvement of council housing and the cost of building new council homes.

· 60 MPs have so far signed a new EDM 355 Council House Building backing the campaign’s demands

· Government is conducting a Review of Council Housing Finance due to report this spring. DCH has made a submission arguing that government should stop the robbery from council housing and ring-fence all rents and receipts at national level to fully fund allowances to local authorities at ‘level of need’ for the management, maintenance, repair and improvement of council housing.
· Three consecutive Labour Party conferences have backed the campaign’s demands for an end to the robbery and a ‘level playing field’ for council housing. See Labour Conference.
· See current campaign eight page newspaper and website for more background information.

Key extract from Gordon Brown’s speech

“But today let me be clear: if local authorities can convince us that they can deliver quickly - and cost-effectively - more of the housing that Britain needs, and if local authorities can build social housing in sustainable communities that meets the aspirations of the British people in the 21st century, then we will be prepared to give them our full backing and put aside anything that stands in their way. 

We will not allow old arguments and ideologies to stop us getting on with the job when there are families who need homes, when there are bricklayers, carpenters and electricians ready and willing to work, and when there are construction companies ready to build houses….

For if there are ways in which the government is unintentionally frustrating local authorities from responding appropriately, then I want to know about them.

And I pledge that we will act wherever and whenever we can to ensure for you and your authorities the necessary freedoms and flexibilities.”

Gordon Brown 29 January 2009

