	



	


'Fourth Option' - investment to improve existing and build a new generation of first class council housing 


	Press Statement for immediate release (26 Feb 2009 15:34)


	200 take part in 'Council Housing' inquiry at Parliament yesterday 
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More than 200 - tenants, councillors, officers and trade unionists - took part in the House of Commons Council Housing Group's inquiry at Parliament yesterday (Wednesday 25 February). 

14 MPs heard verbal evidence from 25 delegations including Bolsover, Birmingham and Crawley councils; Leeds and Wolverhampton Tenants Federations and Unite the trade union. 

Austin Mitchell MP, chair of the House of Commons Council Housing Group, said after the event "We heard evidence from a wide range of delegations - all of it making clear that government has to stop robbing money from 2.5 million council tenants so that councils can manage, maintain, repair and improve their existing homes and start a big new council house building programme for the 1.8 million households on the waiting list." 

Mr Mitchell told the inquiry "We met with Margaret Becket a few weeks ago and now we have asked for a meeting with Gordon Brown. We intend to produce a report and call for an urgent conclusion to the Review of Council Housing Finance and implementation this year." 

Alan Walter, tenant chair of Defend Council Housing applauded all those who had attended and argued "Council tenants are really angry. The robbery is a disgrace. Government can't keep taking £1.7 billion from tenants each year to 'pay off historic debt'. They've had enough from our rents and Right to Buy receipts to pay it off several times over! It's a poor excuse and more people are seeing through it." 

"Government should now tell private bankers, builders, landowners and landlords that public subsidies and public investment will be linked to modernising existing and building new public (council) housing - not bailing out the private sector." 

-- ends -- 

Note to editors: 

Delegations giving evidence at the inquiry came from: Adur, Birmingham, Bolsover, Camden, Crawley, Dover, Edinburgh, Harlow, Harrow, Hinckley & Bowsworth, Kingston, Leeds, Milton Keynes, NE Derbyshire, Norwich, Reading, Southwark, Stevenage, Stroud, Thanet, Winchester, Wolverhampton 

Dozens of local authorities, tenants organisations and trade unions have submitted written evidence to the House of Commons Council Housing Group. 

MPs supporting the campaign's demands are signing EDM 355 Council House Building 

See latest DCH Briefing and submission to the government's review. 

Yvette Cooper launched a Review of Council Housing Finance in 2007 with the promise "to ensure that we have a sustainable, long term system for financing council housing" and "consider evidence about the need to spend on management, maintenance and repairs". It is due to report 'spring 2009'. 

The Labour Party National Policy Forum is due to discuss housing again this weekend. Three consecutive Labour Party conferences have backed the 'Fourth Option' for council housing 

To stop getting DCH press releases reply with UNSUBSCRIBE PRESS in subject. 

For background information on the demand for the 'Fourth Option' for council housing and who supports the campaign see www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk 
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Use the DCH 'HRA Ready Reckoner' to see what your authority would get if government fully funded allowances. 



February Briefing 




January newspaper 



DCH Initial Submission to government's 'Review of Council Housing Finance 
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