Housing market crisis makes case for 'Fourth Option' for council housing

Defend Council Housing Press Statement – Immediate Release

As Labour’s conference gets ready to meet in Bournemouth the crisis in the private housing market makes the case for investment in first class public housing.

Motions cite billions of pounds wiped off the UK stock market as a direct result of the American housing market crisis; Council of Mortgage reporting that home repossessions have jumped 30 per cent year-on-year and Scottish Widows revelation that more than one million pensioners (one in five) are still paying off a mortgage. Since then one of Britain’s biggest financial institutions nearly went under. The case for investment in first class public housing couldn’t be clearer!

Last week the TUC voted unanimously in support of the ‘Fourth Option’ of direct investment in council housing. Britain’s two biggest trade unions (Unite and UNISON) both prioritised moving motions on housing and their respective general secretaries led off the debate (see quotes below). 

17 Constituency Labour Parties have submitted contemporary motions supporting the ‘Fourth Option’ to the Labour Party conference starting next week (DCH conference bulletin). The last three consecutive Labour Party conferences have opposed privatisation of council housing and backed direct investment to improve existing and build new council homes.

Party officials recommended earlier this week that all the motions should be ruled out of order but some are now back on the agenda and it is hoped the rest will be reinstated. 

Austin Mitchell MP, chair of the House of Commons Council Housing group is arguing that all seventeen motions should be accepted:

“Anything less will inevitably be seen as a crude attempt to sanitise the conference agenda and try and hide the fact that so many Constituency Labour Parties decided to submit a contemporary motion underlining the policy passed at the last three conferences on investment in council housing.”

Alan Walter, chair of Defend Council Housing, said ahead of the Labour Party conference:

“Ministers have lost the argument. There is overwhelming support for the ‘Fourth Option’ for council housing and everything that has happened in the last few weeks re-enforces the case for a first class public housing sector that provides ‘decent, affordable, secure and accountable housing’ which the private sector never has and shows no signs of doing in the future. This issue will test the Prime Minister’s capacity to not just listen but also then respect the views of 3 million council tenants, 1.6 million households on council waiting lists and many councillors and MPs. It’s about government respecting our choice and putting people before private profits and political dogma.”

Notes for editors:

DCH Labour Party conference bulletin
DCH model contemporary motion adopted by seventeen Constituency Labour Parties (with slight variations)

DCH ‘Interim Response’ to Housing Green Paper
137 MPs signed EDM 136 Funding Decent Council Housing 
Moving motions at the TUC

UNISON general secretary, Dave Prentis argued "What is so wrong with councils renewing their housing stock... respecting tenants' choice?" and said earlier "Investment to improve existing council housing and estates and to start building new first class council housing, the clarion call of the "Fourth option" backed by Labour conference but still unimplemented, is now mission critical." 

UNITE's Derek Simpson told Congress "The housing crisis is a problem of affordability and supply. Unless we solve that problem it will be a major downer for the labour movement...I'm pleased that council housing is back as a term in the vocabulary of Labour - it hasn't been for too long. That is down to your efforts."
See www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk for further background information

