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	Press Statement for immediate release (19 Oct 2010 13:19)


	Ken Livingstone and Councils back Campaign for secure tenancies and rents 



	

	Ken Livingstone, candidate Mayor of London, last night endorsed a London campaign plan against Government attacks on council tenants.
The Action Plan (below) is also backed by Islington Council leader Catherine West, Barking & Dagenham Council housing lead member Phil Waker and Jenny Jones Green Party London Assembly member.
A meeting of over 100 tenants, trade unionists and councillors in the House of Commons last night also heard from Simon Hughes MP, who pledged his continued support for council housing. He is confident, he said, that cuts to housing benefit will be ameliorated for London tenants.
On council tenants' security of tenure, which the Coalition government wants to replace with time limited, means tested tenancies, Simon Hughes said:
'The last thing we want is more insecurity. You can't say it builds up community cohesion to threaten the last bit of security in tenants' lives. People and communities need that security.'
Councillor Phil Waker, Barking & Dagenham Council Cabinet member for Housing, said: 'Taking tenants secure tenancies is not something I support and this campaign should definitely oppose. It's the undeserving rich who want to take away secure tenancies.'
Eileen Short, chair of Defend Council Housing and a council tenant in Tower Hamlets, said:
'Attacks on secure tenancies, cuts in housing benefit and forcing up rents will create more debt, evictions and homelessness. Tenants have fought hard for our secure tenancies and lower rents, and we will expect trade unions, Councillors and MPs to join with us in this fight to defend them. 
'Tenants did not cause the housing crisis - we need investment in more and better council housing to provide homes for all those priced out of the market, to make council housing once again a mixed and sustainable tenure of choice.'
Councils will be invited to endorse the Action Points in a joint campaign uniting tenants, trade unions, councillors and MPs. 

Action Points for a joint campaign uniting tenants, trade unions, councillors, MPs and campaigners to: 
* Defend security of tenure for existing and future tenants 
* Resist and campaign against the cuts in housing benefit; we will not implement cuts in HB where this is under local control, and promise not to evict tenants who get behind with their rent as a result of the new cuts in housing benefit
* Shortage of housing is a result of underinvestment, and failure to build - it is not caused by existing tenants of whatever race or religion. Immigration is not the problem
* We need regulation to control private sector rents
* Campaign for a programme of investment in new and improved council house building 
Supported by: Ken Livingstone; Councillor Catherine West leader Islington Council; Councillor Phil Waker, Barking & Dagenham Council lead member for housing; Jenny Jones, Green Party London Assembly member and 100-strong meeting of tenants at House of Commons 18th October 2010 


	


