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Defend Council Housing Press Statement – Immediate Release
Today (3pm) David Taylor MP is moving a “COUNCIL HOUSING (DIRECT INVESTMENT) BILL” Ten Minute Rule Bill [long title below and speech attached]
Yesterday Gordon Brown walked onto the platform at the UNITE (Amicus) conference in Bournemouth to be greeted by 800 delegates waving Defend Council Housing’s ‘Hands up for Fourth Option’ hands. One of the first questions he was asked was whether he would give a firm commitment to implement the ‘Fourth Option’ of direct investment to improve existing and build new council homes. Brown told delegates "I cannot promise to implement the fourth option on council housing today [a demand from the Defend Council Housing group for the last six years] but what I will tell you is that councils will be allowed to build homes again." 
1200 hands were snapped up by delegates about to debate the ‘Fourth Option’ at UNISON’s conference in Brighton today (Tuesday June 18) and last night Camden tenants demonstrating at the Town Hall raised their hands opposing the council selling off homes when there’s 15,000 households on the waiting lists.
Alan Walter, Defend Council Housing chair, responding to Gordon Brown’s speech at UNITE’s conference said:
“If not today then when Gordon? 
“We’re obviously encouraged that the next Prime Minister has moved in one week from having an ‘open mind’ on the ‘Fourth Option’ to clearly acknowledging that there will be a ‘Fourth Option’. But after ten years of campaigning and winning the vote at Labour Party conference three years running we now need a clear statement of intent, detailed proposals and a definite timescale for implementation.
“The Prime Minister has to specifically address the three issues: enabling local authorities to improve all council homes and estates; start a new council house building programme and make changes to the housing finance regime so that councils can maintain first class council housing for years to come.
“And we immediately need government to announce a moratorium on councils bullying tenants into transfer, PFI or ALMO. Councils can’t be allowed to tell tenants there is no alternative to privatisation if they want improvements to their homes and estates when the next Prime Minister has made it clear government policy will be changing.”
The moratorium is one of the issues David Taylor will address in his speech this afternoon. The council in David’s own NW Leicestershire constituency is in the process of trying to blackmail tenants to accept privatisation of their homes.
 Further background information at www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk or contact Alan Walter (07802 176 639)
Notes to editors:
         A growing list of big NO votes by tenants against privatisation of council housing (including Birmingham, Edinburgh, Swansea, Brighton and Sedgefield) has shaken Ministers. 
         125 local authorities have already decided to keep their homes and more will follow after their tenants have voted against privatisation
         Tenants in authorities with ALMOs (arms length management organisations) are resisting government attempts to delay improvements to their homes and the threat of transferring the council owned companies into the private sector
         The government will fail to meet its 2005 Manifesto commitment "By 2010 we will ensure that all social tenants benefit from a decent, warm home with modern facilities" unless it provides the ‘Fourth Option’
         Labour’s annual conference has voted three years running for the ‘Fourth Option’ of direct investment to improve existing council homes and estates and build new council homes. The demand is supported by a broad alliance of tenants, trade unions, councillors and MPs 
         Labour’s Partnership in Power process is currently considering recommendations to allow councils to improve their homes and estates and build new council homes. Inside Housing magazine reports New deal brokered for new PM speculating that negotiations with Ministers will lead to proposals being put to Labour’s conference this September
         1.63 million households are on council housing waiting lists despite authorities actively promoting alternatives and discouraging people from applying
         One in two people said that affordable housing were one of their top priorities in the Mayor’s Annual London Survey in February
         Shelter reports that in several London boroughs more than 1,000 applicants competed for a single council home. Nearly 500 went head to head in Leeds and Sheffield whilst 248 tenants put their names down for one Birmingham council tenancy. 
         Roof magazine reports that nearly half of applicants for council homes are not considered by the local authority to be in ‘priority housing need’. Many will be younger applicants in work who want to rent a council home.
         Press speculation increases that the wave of defaults in the American "sub-prime" mortgage market could spread to the UK causing a wave of repossessions and a new negative equity crisis.
         The influential Public Accounts Select Committee found that government subsidies for home ownership schemes were not being taken up by those in most need of help. Only 15% of successful applicants were previously council or housing association tenants
         Halifax research found that Nurses 'can't afford houses in 99 per cent of UK towns'  
         124 MPs across a broad political spectrum have signed Austin Mitchell’s EDM 136 Funding Decent Council Housing
         Home ownership rates are now falling despite government subsidies and new schemes designed to extend ownership
         Home ownership is not what people aspire to says Shelter with 72% putting ‘affordability’ and a safe neighbourhood before ‘ownership’ in their list of priorities
         Defend Council Housing has tabled Ten questions for candidates (including those in the Labour leadership contest) asking them to Stand Up For Council Housing
 
 
 

Ten Minute Rule Motion

 

Tuesday 19th June 2007

 

Short Title

 

COUNCIL HOUSING (DIRECT INVESTMENT) BILL
 

Long Title

 

That leave be given to bring in a Bill to facilitate the improvement of all council homes and estates to the Decent Homes Standard; to re-establish the building of new council housing; to ensure equal financial treatment in gap funding subsidies and debt write-off for authorities with retained housing stock; to ring-fence all rents and capital receipts for direct investment in council housing; to strengthen the right to life-long secure tenancies; to prohibit coercion of tenants into change of ownership or management; to further regulate registered social landlords in the interests of improved responsiveness and accountability; and for connected purposes     
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