Press Statement 16 Feb 2007

Tenants Win Injunction To Prevent Transfer
Tenant campaigners on the Parkside group of estates in Tower Hamlets, East London tonight won an injunction in the Administrative Court, Royal Courts of Justice preventing the council completing the sell-off of more than 2000 council homes to a subsidiary of CircleAnglia. 
Carol Swords, a tenant from the estate and active member of the Tower Hamlets Against Stock Transfer campaign went to court today after Housing Minister Yvette Cooper gave consent to the privatisation of her estate last week.  Mr Justice Grigson saw that there was a case to answer and agreed the injunction. 
The council originally held a ballot of tenants in July 2005 but the process and result have been hotly contested. Tenants have been demanding that the Housing Minister Yvette Cooper refuse to sign off the transfer because there was only a majority of seven votes despite a catalogue of balloting irregularities. These included a polling station not being available, some tenants not receiving ballot papers and tenants for whom English is not their first language having difficulty using telephone voting because of lack of translation facilities. 

Tower Hamlets Council is facing challenges from tenants on other estates including sworn statements that people supporting transfers (privatisation) went round doors collecting blank ballot papers. 

Normally the Secretary of State signs consent to transfers soon after the ballot result. The department's regulations state that this should be within 12 months but in this case Housing Minister Yvette Cooper has put off making a decision because of strong opposition and the threat of Judicial Review. She decided to give consent last week prompting the request for an injunction made today. 
Note to editors: 
There is strong opposition to the government's policy of privatising council housing across Britain. Tenants voted NO to transfer in more ballots in 2006 than ever before and there is growing national campaign supporting the 'Fourth Option' of direct investment to improve existing and build new council homes. 

On Monday (Feb 19) the Labour Party National Policy Forum's Sustainable Communities commission is due to discuss recommendations from its housing working group. Last September Labour's conference voted for the third consecutive year running "calls on government to provide the 'fourth option' of direct investment to council housing as a matter of urgency" as an alternative to privatisation. The NEC told conference a working group would deliver its "conclusions early next year". 
On Tuesday (Feb 20) Professor John Hills is due to report on the conclusions of his inquiry into the Role of Social Housing, commissioned by Secretary of State, Ruth Kelly.  

Defend Council Housing is holding a meeting at Parliament (6pm Tues 20, Portcullis House) to launch a new pamphlet 'Dear Gordon: invest in decent, affordable, secure and accountable council housing'. 
To demonstrate that the original Tower Hamlets Parkside ballot result was flawed and most tenants don't want the transfer to go ahead campaigners went door to door and collected signatures against the privatisation. More names were collected against the sell-off than Yes votes in the original council ballot. 
The transfer would have gone ahead on Monday following the Secretary of State's decision last week. Carol Swords issued proceedings for Judicial Review in the administrative court (at the Royal Courts of Justice) this afternoon and at 8.20pm Mr Justice Grigson gave an order to prevent the transfer going ahead until the Judicial Review can be heard. 
  
For pictures of the claimant outside the court contact MikeJWells@yahoo.com 07799152888 
  
Terms of order: 
In the administrative court 
Carole Swords Claimant 
and 
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government Defendant 
  
Old Ford Housing Association 

London Borough of Tower Hamlets 
Interested Parties 
  
ORDER 
  
An injunction preventing the London Borough of Tower Hamlets from proceeding with the transfer / disposal of Parkside Estates to Old Ford Housing Association until these proceedings are resolved or until further order. 
