Council tenants welcome MPs support

Press Statement for immediate release (08 Feb 2008 10:34)

Council tenants and others supporters of council housing will welcome news that MPs plan to table amendments to the Housing and Regeneration Bill. It’s a clear answer to the outrageous proposals made by Housing Minister Caroline Flint earlier this week. 

The package of amendments to be tabled by Austin Mitchell MP, chair of the Council Housing group at Parliament, will focus on three areas: 

1. Requiring government to fund council housing by improving existing homes and estates, building a new generation of first class council homes and changing the finance regime to provide an alternative to privatisation and ensure council housing is sustainable for the future; 

2. Oppose proposals to means test tenancies and ensure that council housing is a tenure of choice – not housing of last resort - is genuinely affordable (not just labelled as such) and that allocations policies address both the needs of those on low incomes but also provide new tenancies to people from a wide range of backgrounds and circumstances to rebuild the mixed communities that our estates used to be 

3. Ensure that tenants get a ballot on privatisation and other major changes and that local authorities are required to conduct consultations respecting normal democratic principles and ensuring that tenants hear both sides of the argument. 

The amendments are expected to get support from a broad range of MPs. 

Alan Walter, Defend Council Housing chair, said today: 

“Flint’s deliberate attempt to stigmatise council housing and scapegoating of council tenants was in part a cover to justify the government’s policy of privatising council estates and prepare the ground to oppose calls for the ‘Fourth Option’ of direct investment when the Bill is debated in Parliament after the recess.” 

“Her remarks have made us more determined than ever to see off attempts to bully and blackmail 2.5 existing council tenants into the private sector. We’re determined to keep our secure tenancies, lower rents and a landlord we can hold to account. We want our homes and estates modernised and won’t trade our secure tenancies for a new kitchen or bathroom – we want both!” 

“The growing housing crisis and instability in the private sector underlines the case for government to start building a new generation of first class council housing for those in housing need.” 

“This package of amendments will provide a focus for tenants, trade unions, councillors and MPs across all parties to come behind. It is time that government dropped the dogma and recognised the strong support for council housing across Britain.” 

Notes for editors: 

• 200 council tenants, trade unionists, councillors and council officers took part in the House of Commons Council Housing group’s inquiry at Parliament on January 22. 31 areas were represented and more than 20 delegations gave evidence to MPs to support amendments to the Housing and Regeneration Bill. 

• Alan Walter was invited to give evidence to the Standing Bill Committee on December 11 (http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmpublic/housing/071211/pm/71211s01.htm). 

• Government faced defeat over the ‘Fourth Option’ for council housing at Labour Party conferences in 2004, 2005 and 2006. It only avoided a fourth consecutive defeat in 2007 by avoiding votes on any motions. 

• Early Day Motion 368 shows strong support for the campaign’s demands amongst a broad range of MPs (http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=34488&SESSION=891) 

• DCH responded last year to Professor John Hills' Ends and Means report which the Housing Minister refers to http://defendcouncilhousing.org.uk/dch/dch_RoleofSocialHousing.cfm 

