March 28 2007 
Tell Blair: 'Fourth Option' for council housing on 10 Downing Street website
	[Please forward on this email]
Defend Council Housing has posted a ‘Fourth Option’ for council housing E-Petition on the 10 Downing Street website.
The DCH petition calls on the Prime Minister to “provide the 'Fourth Option' of direct investment in council housing… bring all homes up to at least the government's Decent Homes Standard by 2010 and also build a new generation of decent, affordable and secure council homes for rent”. 
The ‘Fourth Option’ is supported by a broad coalition of organisations representing council tenants, the TUC and all major trade unions, councillors and MPs across all the main parties (see early day motion Funding Decent Council Housing). 
The petition was launched as the well respected Parliamentary Public Accounts Committee joins in criticising government’s dogmatic obsession with private market solutions to the growing housing crisis. 
The influential committee of MPs make clear that the significant amounts of public subsidy Ministers have poured into a never ending list of home ownership initiatives are neither value for money or making any contribution to tackling the growing housing crisis.  The committee questions the effectiveness of the Communities & Local Government's schemes for helping low income households to own their own home. 
The MPs find that: the CLG does not know how the schemes affect local housing markets; it is "unclear" whether the assistance is helping to recruit and retain key workers; and housing waiting list controls are poor, meaning that three quarters of those gaining assistance have incomes above £25,000. 
Defend Council Housing today welcomed the report from the Parliamentary Public Accounts Committee on ‘Low Cost Home Ownership Assistance’.  Alan Walter, DCH chair, said:
“All the evidence shows that the quickest and most effective way of tackling growing housing need in 21st Century Britain would be for government to invest in improving existing and build a new generation of first class council (public) housing. 
Ministers should drop their dogmatic insistence on privatisation and the private market. Subsidies for home ownership don’t create one extra home for those who need them – it just increases profits for lenders and developers and pushes more people into debt. 
Pouring public subsidy into home ownership schemes only inflates house prices and doesn’t benefit those on low incomes. 
Nearly 3 million council tenants want the ‘Fourth Option’ of direct investment in council housing and if local authorities were once again given the ability to build new council homes they could provide decent, affordable, secure and accountable housing for the 1.6 million households on council housing waiting lists.”
Further information from http://www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk/dch/ and read latest twelve page DCH newspaper (published March 24)
	

	
	WHAT YOU CAN DO
Sign the ‘Fourth Option’ for council housing E-Petition on the 10 Downing Street website;
Bulk order copies of the DCH newspaper to distribute to tenants, trade unionists and councillors in your area (£18 per 100 / £100 per 1000); 
Organise a delegation to attend the DCH conference on July 12 at TUC, London (individual tenants £5; sponsored tenants, trade unionists, councillors, etc £20; 
Hold a ‘Stand Up For Council Housing’ public meeting in your area with a broad platform of tenants, trade unions, councillors and MPs; 
Ask all candidates to support ‘Ten Questions to Candidates’ 
Affiliate/re-affiliate (affiliation and order form) 
 


 
