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 HYPERLINK "http://www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk/dch/resources/DCHBroadsheetAprMay2007.pdf" We’ve just won the Swansea and Brighton ballots – two important nails in the stock transfer coffin – that will add to the pressure on government to provide the ‘Fourth Option’. 
DCH has produced a new edition of the campaign’s national newspaper. We’ve expanded to twelve pages because there’s so much to report and so many people who want to contribute.
The need to Stand Up for Council Housing – in authorities retaining their homes, in ALMOs and those authorities yet to decide on their options – have never been greater. We all need extra investment through the ‘Fourth Option’. And now we all also face Ruth Kelly reviewing the principle of lifelong secure tenancies and supporting the neo-liberal call for means testing and time limited tenancies – to create ‘sustainable communities’!
Our response is this new DCH newspaper, a national conference at the TUC’s Congress House on Thursday July 12 and plans to organise big public meetings around the country.
The English local, Scottish and Welsh government elections along with the leadership elections in the Labour Party provide opportunities to put politicians on the spot. The back page of the newspaper asks all candidates to ‘Stand Up For Council Housing’ and carries ten specific questions. Please raise/circulate these to all candidates in your area.
The internal Labour Party policy review that was set up to address resolutions supporting the ‘Fourth Option’ passed at Labour Party conferences is due to conclude shortly. If you are either an individual member or member of a trade union affiliated to Labour make sure your representatives are insisting that the ‘Fourth Option’ is adopted and implemented in the forthcoming Treasury Comprehensive Spending Review.
Note: Councils always say they want tenants to be well informed. Ask yours to pay for a delegation of tenants - and councillors – to attend the DCH conference on July 12. It’s a unique opportunity for tenants to talk to other tenants (without a consultant in sight) and hear the latest analysis on the developing position over the future of council housing. If the council won’t help get your local press and sympathetic councillors to ask why. Approach local trade unions for support. Local authorities have sponsored delegations to attend previous DCH conferences: the campaign is political – but not party political. All the main parties are represented in the campaign.
	             
      WHAT YOU CAN DO
1. Bulk order copies of the DCH newspaper to distribute to tenants, trade unionists and councillors in your area (£18 per 100 / £100 per 1000); 

2. Organise a delegation to attend the DCH conference on July 12 at TUC, London (individual tenants £5; sponsored tenants, trade unionists, councillors, etc £20; 

3. Hold a ‘Stand Up For Council Housing’ public meeting in your area with a broad platform of tenants, trade unions, councillors and MPs; 

4. Ask all candidates to support ‘Ten Questions to Candidates’ 

5. Affiliate/re-affiliate (affiliation and order form) 
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