11 Feb 2007

DCH 'Dear Gordon' pamphlet published & Feb 20 launch meeting
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New Defend Council Housing pamphlet Dear Gordon: Invest in decent, affordable, secure and accountable council housing out now. The pamphlet will be launched at the House of Commons on [image: image2.jpg]


Tuesday Feb 20 – the same day as Professor John Hills is due to publish the results of his ‘Role of Social Housing’ review for Secretary of State, Ruth Kelly.
The pamphlet argues that direct investment to improve existing and build new council homes makes economic and political sense and demands the ‘Fourth Option’ as an alternative to government bullying and blackmailing council tenants to accept privatisation. It takes on the new onslaught of neo-liberal arguments proposing to end our life-long, secure tenancies; deregulate, and open housing up to market forces - including removing rent ceilings. 
Speakers at the meeting will include Austin Mitchell MP (chair. House of Commons Council Housing group); Jack Dromey (Labour Party National Policy Forum housing working group and Deputy General Secretary T&G) and Alan Walter (chair. Defend Council Housing). MPs from the campaign’s Parliamentary group will join tenants, trade union leaders and councillors at the meeting.
1. Come to Tuesday Feb 20 meeting 6-8pm Boothroyd Room, Portcullis House, Westminster, London SW1 (download flyer and register by email) 

2. Publicise Feb 20 meeting in your organisation and via email lists, etc to people within reach of London 

3. Ask your MP to attend the meeting and sign EDM 136 Funding Decent Council Housing 

4. Order copies of the pamphlet (@ £5; 1.50 each for tenants and bulk orders) for tenants reps, trade unionists and councillors in your area 

5. Submit evidence to the ‘The Cave Review of Social Housing Regulation’ – read DCH submission and Dear Gordon pamphlet for ideas 
6. Help distribute DCH material (DCH Feb Briefing & new pamphlet) at important tenants, union and political meetings in your area/region (contact campaign to offer help) 

7. Subscribe to postal mailings and get your organisation to affiliate (order/affiliation form). If you got a pamphlet in the post please send DCH a donation 

 See website for further information
 

