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	DCH is mourning the death of Alan Walter 



	

	Defend Council Housing is mourning the death of chair, Alan Walter. 

Alan died suddenly from a suspected massive heart attack at his home on Saturday 7th March. 

Alan, a council tenant in Camden, was there at the start of the Defend Council Housing campaign in 1997. It has been a collective effort of many, and Alan played down his individual selfless efforts, but he inspired and led in a way that contributed the binding glue of this collective. 

We’ve come a long way: from 2000 when pundits predicted the ‘End of Council Housing’ to the Prime Minister’s latest commitment to build council housing. Now all we want is the hard cash to back up those ‘warm words’. 

Alan leaves a family and many friends and comrades who will miss him deeply. To send messages of support and condolence to the campaign and to his family email info@defendcouncilhousing.org.uk 

Defend Council Housing will be holding a national meeting to work out how to proceed. Meanwhile, the way to show your respects is to help us stop privatisation and win direct investment – starting with the action points below. 

Eileen Short 

Lesley Carty 

For DCH National Committee 

We have won 2 significant gains in the last week. Housing Minister Margaret Beckett finally conceded (6 March) a reduction in the rent increase the government previously directed councils to make, from £4 to £2 a week. 

And government has also just agreed to change the law on stock transfer ballots by issuing draft guidance to ensure councils give “a full, fair and objective picture of the proposed transfer”. This is real progress, but doesn’t go far enough to address the blackmail and bullying (see website). 

DCH is working with the House of Commons Council Housing Group to produce a report from their recent inquiry at Parliament on 25 February. Tenants’ organisations, local authorities, trade unions, academics and policy groups can still contribute and shape the debate around the review of council housing finance. 

• Get your tenants group, trade union, councillors etc to contribute written evidence; please send it to Austin Mitchell MP, House of Commons, London SW1A 1AA mitchellav@parliament.uk 

• Ask your MP to sign the new Early Day Motion 355 in Parliament (see list of MPs signing old EDM 368 and EDM 136) Email your MP and ask organisations and individuals to lobby their MPs too. 

• Follow up the concession on rent increases with your local council to ensure they pass this onto tenants. 

• The consultation paper on stock transfer ballots is real progress, but doesn’t go far enough. Make sure your local organisation responds by the deadline 21st May 2009 to ensure that all the demands put forward by MPs on fair and balanced debate are met. 

• Check what’s happening in your area, and get together with tenants, trade unions, councillors, MPs and supporters against privatisation, to organise a public meeting and start a campaign – see website. 

For background information on the demand for the 'Fourth Option' for council housing and who supports the campaign see www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk 
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Use the DCH 'HRA Ready Reckoner' to see what your authority would get if government fully funded allowances. 




February Briefing 




January newspaper 



DCH Initial Submission to government's 'Review of Council Housing Finance 
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