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6 June 2007


Dear Supporter,


Gordon Brown signals government to invest in Council Housing


Council housing is getting unprecedented media coverage following indications from Gordon Brown that he intends to invest in council housing. The press has also reported that the six Deputy Leadership candidates have all expressed support for the ‘Fourth Option’. 


New proposals from the government will need to be measured against three simple objectives to ensure that all local authorities can:


1. Improve all existing council homes and estates


2. Start a new council house building programme


3. Have sufficient funds to maintain all council homes in future years


Around 200 authorities would directly benefit from ‘Fourth Option’ changes to revenue and capital funding including those retaining their homes, those with ALMOs and those where tenants have rejected privatisation or not yet voted. And all authorities across England, Scotland and Wales would gain from the opportunity to build new council housing.


Gordon Brown announced an end to years of government discriminating against council housing when he told delegates at the GMB conference on Tuesday June 5 ‘we will give help to councils by new means through which they can build houses as well’.


Speaking at the DCH fringe meeting following Gordon Brown’s Q&A session Nick Brown MP, a close colleague of the next Prime Minister, told delegates ‘This campaign is one of the most persistent and courageous campaigns in the labour movement today and will soon be seen to be one of the most successful’. Praise is nice but the optimistic assessment is more important!


The united campaign by tenants, trade unionists, councillors and MPs has pushed the demand for the ‘Fourth Option’ to the top of the political agenda. Now we need to make sure that sound bites are turned into concrete proposals that secure a long term future for council housing and direct investment instead of bullying and blackmailing of tenants to accept privatisation. 


Help step up the pressure to bring this campaign to a successful conclusion:


Organise a delegation of tenants, trade unionists and councillors to attend the � HYPERLINK "http://www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk/dch/resources/dch2007Conference-A4.pdf" ��DCH national conference� on July 12th at Congress House, London. Ask your authority to fund a delegation of tenants to attend - they send tenants reps to other housing events;


Pass a � HYPERLINK "http://www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk/dch/resources/DCHDraftMotion080607.doc" ��motion� calling for the ‘Fourth Option’ of direct investment in council housing (specifying the three core objectives above) and send to national bodies and MPs;


Organise a broad based campaign against any stock transfer, PFI or ALMO and ensure that tenants are aware we are wining the argument for direct investment;


Order and distribute enclosed � HYPERLINK "http://www.defendcouncilhousing.org.uk/dch/resources/DCHbroadsheetMay2007.pdf" ��DCH newspaper� to tenants, councillors and trade unionists in your area (£18 per 100 / £100 per 1000 copies)


Sign the Downing Street e-petition � HYPERLINK "http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/fourth-option/" ��http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/fourth-option/�


Ask your MP to sign � HYPERLINK "http://edmi.parliament.uk/EDMi/EDMDetails.aspx?EDMID=31705&SESSION=885" ��EDM 136 Funding Decent Council Housing� and join the House of Commons Council Housing group


Yours fraternally,


�


Alan Walter, Chair, Defend Council Housing 
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