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3 August 2007
Dear Supporter,

DCH has produced an 'Interim Response' to the government's 
Housing Green Paper including five demands we want you to support. 
In his introduction Austin Mitchell MP welcomes the consultation document."At last a government that says it is committed to building new first class council housing... But the language and formulas are deliberately ambiguous… ‘A Labour government cannot leave council tenants who have rejected privatisation without improvements’, as Labour's conference last year acknowledged... Though change is in the air, what we want is real substance. That has to include a clear timescale for implementation and an immediate moratorium on bullying and bamboozling tenants and councillors into privatisation: transfers, PFI schemes, ALMOs, demolition and disposal of valuable council land and property has to stop…. Contemporary Motions at Labour conferences have helped push this campaign forward. I hope many Constituency Labour Parties will help make sure a Contemporary Motion re-affirming policy is passed again this September to keep the pressure on." 
The DCH national conference on July 12 agreed five demands (see enclosed). DCH will take the opportunity to enter into discussions with government and others around the Green Paper. We'll press the case for changes to enable councils to improve all existing, build new and maintain all homes as first class council housing in years to come with a clear timetable for changes and a moratorium on further privatisation so that tenants can consider all the options.
	What we need you to do to help win the 'Fourth Option'... 
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Get tenants, trade union organisations as well as your council to endorse the DCH five demands 
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Organise a local Hands Up for 'Fourth Option' opportunity for the press with tenants, trade unionists, MPs & councillors. 
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Circulate this 'Interim Response' and formally write to the Minister saying you support the main points and five demands 
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Sign and publicise the 
e-petition on the Downing Street website and ask your MPs to sign EDM 136 
	Get local Labour Parties to submit our Contemporary Motion to Labour Party Conference to keep up the pressure. 


We need your help more than ever - including financial support. Please raise the above practical proposals in your organisation, affiliate/re-affiliate and make a donation to ensure we can bring this campaign to a successful conclusion.
Yours fraternally,
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Alan Walter
chair. Defend Council Housing
Defend Council Housing
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