Composite 7 

Final motion as printed in CAC report 27 September 2007 and referred into new policy framework discussion for consideration alongside Composite 6

Moved by Milton Keynes South CLP
Seconded by Birmingham Hodge Hill CLP

Conference notes that many people, especially public service workers such as teachers, health service employees, the police, as well as families with children and low-paid workers, are finding it impossible to get onto the housing ladder because of spiralling prices; and that the supply of social housing, and affordable private sector homes to rent does not meet demand.

Conference further notes that waiting lists in many parts of the country are scandalously long, causing overcrowding, stress and family breakdown.

Conference believes that everyone has the right to a decent, affordable home, with access to transport, leisure, playgrounds, shops and work.

Conference welcomes the Housing Green Paper and also announcements on housing in the Prime Minister’s statement of 11 July 2007 and believes that the report from the Council of Mortgage Lenders that home repossessions had jumped 30 per cent year-on-year and Scottish Widows revealing that more than one million pensioners (one in five) is still paying off a mortgage reinforces the case for investment in decent, affordable, secure social housing.

Conference welcomes the Labour Government’s commitment to 3 million new homes by 2020, and 70,000 more affordable homes a year by 2010-11, including 45,000 social homes a year, built to high environmental standards, with proper health and safety provision for construction workers, in communities with a decent infrastructure of transport and local facilities.

Conference also welcomes the announcement that local authorities will once again be able to build new social housing, and the new arrangements which will enable them to invest in housing. 
Conference affirms the right of everyone to live in a decent and affordable home in the area of their choice. Conference believes that it is the role of national and local Government to work together to ensure that there is sufficient supply of new homes of all tenures in all areas of the Country.

Conference believes that decent, affordable, secure and accountable council housing can make an important contribution to tackling growing housing need and that there is strong support amongst council tenants, elected councillors, trade unions and MPs for direct investment to improve existing council homes and estates as well as enabling local authorities to build new council homes

Conference notes the success of campaigners to put council house building back on the political agenda.

Enabling local authorities to improve existing and build new first class council homes would increase the supply of council housing and allow councils to open up their allocation policies once again. Offering ‘secure’ council tenancies to the wide range of people on council housing waiting lists would return council estates to the mixed communities they were before shortage restricted access to only those in the most desperate circumstances.

Conference reminds government of the clear 2005 manifesto commitment "By 2010 we will ensure that all social tenants benefit from a decent, warm home with modern facilities" and calls on government to give existing council tenants the right to choose to remain with their authority and get improvements to their homes and estates. 

Conference demands that the Labour Government:

• Ensures that more land is brought forward from the public and private sectors for the development of new affordable housing, principally from brown field sites wherever possible

• Supports the role of local authorities in developing and maintaining social housing stock, ensuring that the financial arrangements are in place to allow them to do so

• Maintains its target of all new homes being carbon neutral by 2016, and to promote energy efficiency and other environmental measures, for example flood defences, in existing housing

• Works with local authorities to ensure that long-term empty homes are brought back into use

• Supports the principle of mixed communities by promoting mixed tenures and types of housing within new neighbourhoods.

• Provide a long term future and direct investment to council housing

Conference further urges the Government to work with local authorities and other bodies to provide the necessary social, environmental and economic infrastructure to support housing development.

Conference condemns the Conservatives’ opposition to new house building, which amounts to a betrayal of every first-time buyer and family on a waiting list.

