What you can do

• Order copies of this pamphlet and other DCH publications and make sure tenants, trade unionists and councillors in your area get to read them.

• Subscribe to DCH mailings and briefings and register on the website to join email list.

• Find out what your local authority landlord is planning and let DCH know. Organise a broad based meeting to support the demand for the ‘Fourth Option’.

• Check the size of your council housing waiting list and lobby councillors to support the ‘Fourth Option’. Ensure there is proper consultation before public land is sold for private housing.

• Encourage Labour Party members and affiliated unions to submit amendments to the Labour Party Policy Commission draft documents.

• Get tenants organisations, trade unions and others to support and affiliate to Defend Council Housing. Help make sure the ‘Fourth Option’ is raised at meetings and conferences in the coming months.

• Ask your MP to sign EDM 368 ‘Investment in Council Housing’ and join the House of Commons Council Housing group.

HOW TO FIGHT PRIVATISATION IN YOUR AREA

Produce local material

The key is to produce good local material that takes up the general arguments and counters the council’s case for privatisation. Contact DCH and check examples of local leaflets on the campaign website.

Question the figures

Many councils exaggerate what they need to spend on our homes in order to push privatisation; and underestimate the resources available (for example right-to-buy receipts). Campaigners in Crawley successfully complained to the Audit Commission about the figures in the council’s stock condition survey.

Broad-based campaign

Make the campaign broad and united – involve tenants, unions, councillors and other organisations in your area. And make it clear you are serious about winning. If tenants think you are just protesting you won’t be taken seriously. “Borough Council (chair Association of Retained Council Housing) Talk to people Going door to door on estates is the best way but there are lots of additional ways to get your message across. Hold public meetings in local halls and invite national as well as local speakers. Leaflet churches, mosques, bingo halls community centres, and parents outside primary schools. Petition in markets and shopping centres.

Use the media

Send letters to the local papers and brief journalists to run regular reports. And in the run up to the ballot use car loudspeakers and tour estates to get your message across.

Challenge council officers

Senior managers can expect to see their salaries increase after privatisation; while socalled ‘Independent Tenant Advisers’ are paid by the council. They are not ‘unbiased’ and tenants should question their information.

Know your rights

Tenant campaigns have won a number of battles which you can make use of. The Information Commissioner has ruled that a list of addresses of council properties should be made available to the public. The Advertising Standards Authority ruled against Crawley Council for making false accusations that campaigners were spreading ‘misinformation’. The ASA also agreed that it was not misleading to call stock transfer ‘privatisation’. 
